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she asks her friend to wait until the barometer
is more steady, and tells her that, although she
has no reason to reproach herself, she is not yet
happy in her mind.   What are we to think of a
woman who protests that she has no desire to play
the part of bad angel, who admits that her lover
has never for a moment caused her unhappiness,
who yet is already planning to take another, and
finds no cause for regret, no serious fault in her
behaviour ?   After Chopin had first met her, he
had said to Hiller : " Is she really a woman ?
I could almost doubt it."   We could ask the same
question and, perhaps with less qualification, give
a similar answer.   Nevertheless, we must try to
perceive in her the quality that finally made
Chopin deliver himself into her hands.   It was her
indomitable will.    Chopin's own will had never
been conspicuously strong.   The change that had
taken place in his feelings towards her admits
only one interpretation : that she had completely
overpowered him.   Of the tactics she employed
in the contest we have no record.   But we can
deduce their nature from the preliminary man-
oeuvres in her letter to Grzymala, where she
shows herself not so much a bad angel as a good,
calculating general.   During this long argument
she deploys her forces so skilfully that, spite of her
untenable,  preposterous position,  she manages
to excuse it without the smallest prick of con-
science.    She even contemplates the possibility
of retaining two lovers, one to serve the body,
the other to deEght the soul.    The question of